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Abstract: This paper gives a brief overview of the ABET Accreditation process and also it gives an 

idea how to get accredited a program. It helps to assist faculty in developing and evaluating their 
Information Systems programs.  This paper also presents the results of a survey that explored the 
attitudes and interests of universities or colleges in achieving ABET accreditation.  
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1. Introduction 
 

ABET is a non-profit and non-governmental 

accrediting agency for academic programs in the 

disciplines of applied science, computing, 

engineering, and engineering technology. ABET 

is a recognized accredited in the United States 

(U.S.) by the Council for Higher Education 

Accreditation [1 -2]. 

 

ABET accreditation provides assurance that a 

college or university program meets the quality 

standards established by the profession for which 

the program prepares its students. ABET 

accredits postsecondary programs housed in 

degree-granting institutions which have been 

recognized by national or regional institutional 

accreditation agencies or national education 

authorities worldwide. In the U.S., there are two 

types of academic accreditation: (1) institutional 

and (2) specialized or programmatic. 

 

 Institutional accreditation is provided by 

regional and national accreditors and 

evaluates overall institutional quality, but 

does not focus on a given academic 

program. 

 

 Specialized or programmatic 

accreditation evaluates an individual 

program of study, rather than an institution 

as a whole. This type of accreditation is 

granted to a specific program at a variety 

of degree levels (associate's, bachelor's, 

and master's). 

mailto:ayyakathir@gmail.com
http://www.chea.org/
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Of these two types of accreditation, ABET 

provides only specialized accreditation for 

programs; ABET does not accredit degrees, 

departments, colleges, institutions, or individuals 

[1]. ABET undertakes specialized accreditation 

for programs at various levels through its four 

accreditation commissions: 

 

 Applied Science Accreditation 

Commission (ASAC), which accredits an 

applied science program at the associate's, 

bachelors, or master's degree level. 

 

 Computing Accreditation Commission 

(CAC), which accredits a computing 

program at the bachelor's degree level 

only. 

 

 Engineering Accreditation Commission 

(EAC), which accredits an engineering 

program at the bachelor's or master's 

degree level. 

 

 Engineering Technology Accreditation 

Commission (ETAC), which accredits an 

engineering technology program at the 

associate's or bachelor's degree levels. 

 

 

To date, ABET has accredited over 3,300 applied 

sciences, computing, engineering, and 

engineering technology programs at more than 

680 colleges and universities in 24 countries 

worldwide.  

 

In this paper, overview of ABET are discussed in 

the brief. The remainder of the paper is organized 

as follows. Section 2 briefly reviewed why ABET 

is required. Section 3 presented brief history of 

ABET in detail. Section 4 discussed about the 

accreditation criteria, policy and procedure. 

Section 5 briefly reviewed ABET outcome 

results and Finally, Section 6 concluded the 

paper.  

 

 

2. Why ABET is required? 
 

Simply put, accreditation is value. Reaching into 

our public, private, and professional lives, 

accreditation is proof that a collegiate program 

has met certain standards necessary to produce 

graduates who are ready to enter their 

professions. Students who graduate from 

accredited programs have access to enhanced 

opportunities in employment; licensure, 

registration and certification; graduate education 

and global mobility[4]. 

 

ABET is an integral part of each of these areas 

because we accredit over 3,100 applied science, 

computing, engineering, and engineering 

technology programs at more than 670 colleges 

and universities in 24 countries worldwide. 

Approximately 85,000 students graduate from 

ABET-accredited programs each year. 

 

2.1 Accreditation impacts 
 

 Students  

 Programs and Institutions  

 Public  

 Professionals in Business, Industry, and 

Government  

 

Accreditation is an assurance that the 

professionals who serve us have a solid 

educational foundation and are capable of 

leading the way in innovation, emerging 

technologies, and in anticipating the welfare and 

safety needs of the public. 

 

http://www.abet.org/accreditation-matters-students/
http://www.abet.org/accreditation-matters-programs-institutions/
http://www.abet.org/accreditation-matters-public/
http://www.abet.org/accreditation-matters-industry-government/
http://www.abet.org/accreditation-matters-industry-government/
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3. History 
 

ABET was founded in 1932 as the Engineers' 

Council for Professional Development (ECPD), 

an engineering professional body dedicated to 

the education, accreditation, regulation, and 

professional development of the engineering 

professionals and students in the United States. It 

was headquartered at the Engineering Societies 

Building and then the United Engineering 

Center in New York City until it relocated to 

Baltimore in 1996. 

 

3.1 Founding Member Societies 

 
Seven engineering societies founded the 

organization and contributed to its original 

direction and focus: 

 American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) 

 American Institute of Mining and 

Metallurgical Engineers, now the American 

Institute of Mining, Metallurgical, and 

Petroleum Engineers (AIME) 

 American Society of Mechanical Engineers 

(ASME) 

 American Institute of Electrical Engineers 

(now IEEE) 

 Society for the Promotion of Engineering 

Education, now the American Society for 

Engineering Education (ASEE) 

 American Institute of Chemical Engineers 

(AIChE) 

 National Council of State Boards of 

Engineering Examiners (now NCEES) 

 

In 1936, ECPD evaluated its first engineering 

degree programs. Ten years later, the council 

began evaluating engineering technology degree 

programs. By 1947, ECPD had accredited 580 

undergraduate engineering programs at 133 

institutions. 

Producing guidance and training publications was 

a large part of ECPD operations. The council 

produced dozens of books, pamphlets, 

brochures, and movies. Here are just a few of the 

many titles: 

 

 Reading List for Junior Engineers (1945) 

 Speaking Can be Easy... for Engineers Too 

(1950) 

 WOMENGINEER (1974), and 

 Minorities in Engineering (1974) 

 

 

3.2. A New Name 

 
In 1980, ECPD was renamed the Accreditation 

Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) to 

more accurately describe its emphasis on 

accreditation. In response to the anticipated 

boom in computer science education, ABET 

helped establish the Computing Sciences 

Accreditation Board (now called CSAB) in 1985. 

CSAB is now one of ABET's largest member 

societies with more than 300 accredited 

programs. In 2005, the organization began 

operating simply as ABET, using its 

"Accreditation Board for Engineering and 

Technology, Inc." corporate name only when 

required by law. 

 

4. Accreditation Criteria, Policy 

and Procedure 

 

4.1 Accreditation: Step-by-Step 
  

There are two distinct phases in the ABET 

accreditation process: 

 

 Assessment processes, which must be 

in place before a program’s formal 
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submission of a Request for Evaluation 

(RFE). 

 The 18-month accreditation process 

itself, which begins with a Request for 

Evaluation (RFE) submission. 

 

4.2 Before the Accreditation 

Process: Assessment Planning 
 

Before an institution submits a formal Request for 

Evaluation for a program, the program must have 

in place processes for internal assessment. 

These processes may take several years to 

develop. During this preparation phase, a 

program must: 

 Implement the assessment process for 

program educational objectives and student 

outcomes. 

 Demonstrate a continuous improvement 

loop. 

 Collect student work examples. 

 Review the most up-to-date Accreditation 

Criteria, Accreditation Policy and Procedure 

Manual, and Self-Study Questionnaire(s) 

which are updated every year. 

 

4.3 During the Accreditation 

Process 
 

Programs that have met the eligibility 

requirements and completed their assessment 

planning may begin the accreditation process 

with the submission of a Request for Evaluation 

or a Readiness Review if required. 

 

4.4 Eligibility Requirements 
 

Both the program seeking accreditation and the 

institution in which it is housed must meet 

eligibility requirements. 

 

ABET accredits only programs; ABET does not 

accredit degrees, departments, colleges, 

institutions, or individuals. 

 

 A program must meet ABET's definition. 

 A program must be housed in a degree-

granting institution. 

 A program must have at least one graduate. 

 A program’s name must meet ABET 

requirements. 

 A program must be accreditable under at least 

one ABET Accreditation Commission. 

 

4.5 Accreditation Procedures 
  

4.5.1 Accreditation Policy and 

Procedure Manual (APPM) 
  

Section 1. This section explicitly states that an 

institution may not use the same program name 

to identify both an accredited and a non-

accredited program. 

 

Section 2. This section includes the revised 

scope for engineering technology program 

accreditation to include revised program naming 

requirements. 

 

Section 3. This section details the new eligibility 

requirement for programs seeking initial 

accreditation review. 

 

Section 4. This section provides information on 

diploma and accreditation mills. 
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Section 5. This section clarifies requirements and 

process for the termination of a program's 

accreditation. 

 

4.5.2 Proposed Changes  
 

This section details proposed policy changes 

requiring a program to post student performance 

data. It also details new requirements in posting 

the accredited status of a program.  ABET is 

seeking comment until June 15, of every year. 

 

 4.5.3 Applied Science Criteria 
 

Associate level program criteria for surveying, 

geomantic, and similarly named programs are in 

effect for the 2013-14 review cycles going 

forward. Industrial Management Program Criteria 

have been sunset effective with the 2013-

14 review cycles. 

 

4.5.4 Computing Criteria 
 

A revision to Criterion 3 - Student Outcomes 

concerning outcome (a) is offered on first reading 

for review and comment.  See the Proposed 

Changes Section of the CAC Criteria.   

 

4.5.5 Engineering Criteria 

 
A revision to Criterion 6 - Faculty for clarification 

purposes is offered on first reading for review and 

comment.  See the Proposed Changes Section of 

the EAC Criteria.  Optical/Photonic Engineering 

Program Criteria are offered on first reading for 

review and comment.  See the Proposed 

Changes Section of the EAC Criteria.  

 

4.5.6 Engineering Technology 

Criteria 
 

The change to Criterion 5 – Curriculum 

concerning the appropriate level of mathematics 

for baccalaureate engineering technology 

programs is in effect for the 2013-14 review cycle. 

Fire Protection Engineering Technology Program 

Criteria are offered on first reading for review and 

comment.   

 

5. ABET Outcome Results 
 

Approximately one-third of the faculty surveyed 

were from ABET accredited schools or schools 

that planned to seek accreditation [3].   

 

These faculty sited a variety of reasons for 

seeking  ABET  certification  (Chart  1),  with the  

highest  response  rate  (89%)  given  to the 

perceived quality that ABET accreditation brings 

to a program. In addition, sixty-one percent stated 

that their administration desired the official 

recognition.  When asked what hurdles that 

faculty have encountered or perceived 

encountering when applying for accreditation the 

responses were regarding the evaluation process 

itself or were focused on  the  requirements.    

Some of the responses included: 

 

• Large commitment in faculty time and effort.  

• Revisiting curriculum to define a process for 

documentation.  

• Very difficult to meet AACSB standards and 

ABET standards only 10 courses total in the ISM 

major.  

• Enormous amounts of paperwork.  

• The assessment cycle is tough to complete.  

• Scheduling just two preps for faculty, since we 

all must teach four courses per semester. Also, 

ensuring that all faculty produce publications. 
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• Outcomes assessment requirements. Identifying 

artifacts, collecting and analyzing data, and 

maintaining a focus on the entire process.  There 

is a tendency to act immediately to solve a 

problem when it is detected rather than waiting 

for data to be collected and analyzed.  This leads 

to unsubstantiated and undocumented 

modifications.  

• Calculus requirement.  

• The accreditation is relatively new. We have 

been waiting for the criteria to stabilize.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

Two-thirds of the faculty surveyed indicated that 

their schools  were  not  planning  on seeking 

ABET accreditation (Chart 2).  Over half of these 

schools stated that the reason they were not 

applying for it was that there was not enough 

perceived value in attaining accreditation. Just  

over  a  third  were  not familiar with ABET 

accreditation. Additional reasons  given  by  

faculty  were  the  lack  of funding, number of 

faculty, and the number of required credits. 

 

3. Conclusion 
 

Here we are concluded that this paper gives a 

brief overview of the ABET Accreditation  process  

 

and also it gives an idea how to get accredited a 

program. ABET is recognized as the worldwide 

leader in assuring quality and stimulating 

innovation in applied science, computing, 

engineering, and engineering technology 

education. 

 

 Accredits educational programs. 

 Promotes quality and innovation in 

education. 

 Consults and assists in the development 

and advancement of education worldwide. 

 Communicates and collaborates with its 

constituents and the public. 

 Anticipates and prepares for the changing 

educational environment and the future 

needs of its constituents. 

 Manages its operations and resources in 

an effective and fiscally responsible 

manner. 
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